
They start the whole food
 ch

ain
!

Tiny plants like
phytoplankton, 
seaweed, and algae. 
They make their own
food using sunlight,
like magic cooking with
sunbeams!

Producers 

The Ocean's Chefs!

They eat meat but might snack on plan
ts 

to
o!

They love a salad made of se

aw
ee

d!

Decomposers

The Ocean Clean-Up Crew!

Tiny creatures that break down
dead plants and animals. They
turn waste into nutrients to
help new plants grow!

Nothing goes to waste in th
e s

ea
!

They don’t get eaten by much else — they’re the oc
ean

 bo
sse

s!

Primary Consumers 

The Plant Munchers!

Small sea creatures that
eat the producers. Think:
zooplankton, little fish,
and sea snails.

These eat the plant munchers.
They’re bigger and hungrier!
 Like squid, bigger fish, and some
dolphins.

Secondary Consumers 

The Hunter Fish!

Ocean food chains might look a
bit different depending on where
you are in the sea, but they all
work in a similar way: it's all
about who eats what to stay alive!

A SIMPLE FACT OF OCEAN LIFE: BIG FISH EAT SMALLER FISH

Tertiary Consumers 

The Top of the Chain!
These are the strongest hunters
in the sea. Think: sharks, orcas,
and big marine mammals.

Humans are not part of the ocean food
chain in the same way sea creatures are,
but we are top-top predators. We catch
fish and other sea animals for food, and
sometimes take too much, affecting the
whole ocean  and causing big problems 

Ultimate PredatoR

Above the Chain!
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