
luciferin 

It’s cool light, not hot like a flame.
The reaction is super efficient: 
little heat, lots of glow.”

Animals that make their own glow, like nature’s night-lights.

From teeny plankton to 
bigger sea creatures.

Kitefin shark

Hawaiian 
bobtail 
squid

Aequorea 
victoria

Bigfin 
reef
squid

Dinoflagellates

BIOLUMINISCENT LIGHT

the cool (not hot) glow 
you see at the end

Light belly blends
with bright water
above.

Blink-blink
patterns to
find friends

Glowing lure
to attract
dinner.

Flash to
startle
predators.
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oxygen

luciferase 

A tiny chemical reaction inside
living things that makes real light.


